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Barack Obama’s Race Speech at the Constitution Center: Analysis
What is Obama saying about race?  Obama is saying everything about race and racism in this speech, he speaks and constitutes that race and the impacts of race are as American as cherry pie.  He brings the conversation forward using the very start of this new nation and the separation or lack of inclusion set by our “Fore Fathers” and the knowledge that not all men are created equal, with special neglect to the non-whites.  Obama took race to the core of what the American people take so precious as the foundation of their civil liberties and the freedoms that the hold dear.  He levels the playing field by reminding us of the patriots of America that the Constitution, “would not be enough to deliver slaves from bondage, or provide men and women of every color and creed their full rights and obligations as citizens of the United States,” but it set the position of other clearly.
The concept of the United States Constitution was not to permit, “the son of a black man from Kenya and a white woman,” to be.  The union of these radical persons set the premise of a child to be the product of the impossible dream.  The sheer conception and birth was beyond the wildest dreams of the writers of such ideals.  Obama uses his own personal history to explain his neutrality in the subject matter of race and he literally is both sides of the coin raised in “White America”.  He was able to see and understand the pride of the “American People” as represented in the idea of the Constitution as both his grandparents in which he lived with both served and fought for this Great Nation.  He explains that he is part of the immigration storyline and a contribution to the melting pot of America like most Americans.
Part of the objective of this speech was to position himself away from Reverend Wright, how ironic the name when Obama is stating his difference and lack of agreement to all that Reverend Wright has the right to say.  Reverend Wright is speaking to the civil injustices that he feels are just overlooked by society, and not acknowledged as something that is worthy of political position or stance.  Freedom of speech is not free and you can be charged by society by affiliation, even if it is through church.  
Obama use this opportunity to break Reverend Wright down by say that he has the right to state his opinion, but his opinion is just that, it’s his.  Reverend Wright though, “my former pastor, Reverend Jeremiah Wright, use(d) incendiary language to express views that have the potential not only to widen the racial divide, but views that denigrate both the greatness and the goodness of our nation; that rightly offend black and white alike.”  What Obama did just then was spread the dissimilarity on everyone, to make us all unwilling to carry the same ideals to the same position of Obama, that he does not speak for me position.  Obama chooses his words carefully to give the listener a subconscious declaration of individual thought not of radical inclusion.
He uses the words to reverse the image of how whites hear the image of their innate racism that Reverend Wright was soliciting.  He condemns the actions of the reverend as “divisive at a time when we need unity; racially charged at a time when we need to come together to solve and set of monumental problems- (he redirects the crowd with problems we can actual focus on and change) two wars, a terrorist threat, a falling economy, a chronic health care crisis and potentially devastating climate change; problems that are neither black or white or Latino or Asian, but rather problems that confront us all.”  Obama went from the unloading of what was distasteful to the objectives of the nation.  Obama and his voluntary removal of being lumped together with someone who was a friend, mentor, counselor, a reverend to just a man with an opinion.  In that downsize of the all the titles held by the Reverend, Obama shrank him to just a person, Jeremiah Wright just became a man with some ideas.  Obama was able to disengage what he said and it made Mr. Wright less harmful to the impact of Obama’s campaign.
“Race is an issue that I believe this nation cannot afford to ignore right now…issues that have surfaced over the last few weeks reflect the complexities of race in this country that we’ve never really worked through- a part of our union that we have yet to perfect.  And if we walk away not, if we simply retreat into our respective corners we will never be able to come together.”  Obama has officially grabbed the bull by the horns to proclaim racism as a“We” problem, a collective issue that we must address together.  We can get to the changes that need to occur if we could just position ourselves to see that we would all benefit from the understanding and the commitment to change as we are victims in our own way.
Obama then teaches the crowd of a history lesson which includes segregation by law and how concentrated pockets of poverty exist.  He humanized blacks by saying, “A lack of economic opportunity among black men, and the shame and frustration that come from not being able to provide for one’s family, contributed to the erosion of black families- a problem that welfare policies for many years may have worsened.”  And lack of basic services in so many urban black neighborhoods.  He gave relatable emotion to a population of people whose voices have not been heard throughout the land.  We are all responsible for allowing such things to remain the same.
He balances the verbal energy by then speaking on behalf of white Americans, “a similar anger exists within segments of the white community.  Most working- and middle-class white Americans don’t feel that they have been particularly privileged by their race.  Their experience is the immigrant experience- as far as they are concerned, no one’s handed them anything, and they’ve built it from scratch.  They are anxious about their futures, and they feel their dreams slipping away.  And in an era of stagnant wages and global competition…an African American is getting the advantage in landing a good job or a spot in a good college because of an injustice that they themselves never committed.”  Obama gives notion to why whites in America can hold resentment and he put together a reasonable perspective coming from each side of the table, justifiable reasons. 
These two mentions of the unrest on both sides almost yield us the same hostilities towards each other, but it also tells the tale that these common hurdles poverty, education concerns, and inability to maintain provider-ship cut across all of society as a need.  Obama campaigns on how the media instigates both sides by provoking views and repeated showing of visual injustices which make it more than a sane person can bare.  How the media takes advantage of your dismay and immerses you in your hate, when the needs are more universal than what just impacts to you.
As a remedy to race which would allow for “US” to get there Obama says, “Black anger often proved counterproductive, so have these white resentments distracted attention from the real culprits of the middle class squeeze- a corporate culture rife with inside dealing, questionable accounting practices, and short-term greed…to wish away the resentments of white Americans, to label them as misguided or even racist, without recognizing they are grounded in legitimate concerns- this too widens the racial divide and blocks the path to understanding.”  “That working together we can move beyond some of our old racial wounds and that in fact we have no choice is we are to continue on the path of a more perfect union.”  “…Embracing the burdens of our past without becoming victims of our past; Insist on a full measure of injustice in every aspect of American life, taking full responsibility for our lives, teaching them that while they face challenges and discrimination in their own lives, they must never succumb to despair or cynicism; they must always believe that they can write their own destiny; the path to a more perfect union means acknowledging that what ails the African-American community does not just exist in the mind of black people; by providing this generation with ladders of opportunity that were unavailable for previous generations, your dream do not have to come at the expense of my dreams.”  All of that can inference the message that we have to consciously make the change to cure the country of racism as there are so many other things to rally against.
Obama uses race to carry out the message of injustices that impact the nation as a whole, he uses indifference to relate to the people that we are not all the same and that we are entitled to our feelings and views.  But if we want to see a change, you have to start the change, to discontinue the cynicisms of the past.
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